The District's Coat of Arms illustrates both theient origins of the local community and its recgrawth

The oak tree in the Shield symbolises the wood whitce surrounded the hamlet of Borl and the Saxon
Crown in the tree points to the origin of the Didts name—Tidwulf's Tree—eorrupted through time 1
Elstree '.

Such atree may well have marked the dwelling of a resg
elder of the Witenagemot, the Meeting of Wise Mgho
wielded civc authority in Saxon time

The upper part of the Shield displays gold cross on blue, the
arms which St. Alban's Abbey adopted from the lmggrof its
founder, Offa, King of Mercia. The manor of Elstiene intc
the possession of the Abbey in 11

On either side of the Abbey arms are shown sc shells
which, with their echo of the Sea of Galilee, dre badge of th
pilgrim. For centuries pilgrims rested at Elstreddoe the fina
stage of their journey to the Abbey to pay homagaeshrin
of the first British Christian martyr, Saint Albaand the village
became an important staging post for travelleragtbe olc
Roman road on which it stands.
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The ermine background to the tree in the Shieldjssis the
royal associations with the Digtt, in particular, Charlell, who
often visited the home he provided for his mistrégsl Gwyn, at Salisbury Hall where, it is saitiesbore
the first Duke of St. Albans.

The modern town of Boreham Wood is symbolised engpool of film
held by the art in the Crest. This spool refers to the lodah findustry
which has made the name of Elstree a household arorchd the worl
and which has contributed so much to the recentitirand prosperity c
the District, represented by the golden acornin the tree.

The blue and white waves in the Shield also altledecent urbal
developments. This heraldic symbol for water isduserepresent th
River Colne in the Hertfordshire County Councifsa and the Rive
Thames in the arms of the Greater don Council. The presence of tl
symbol in the Elstree arms refers to the thousahiilendoners whc
found homes in Hertfordshire in the housing esthtel in the District by
the Greater London Counc

The hart in the Crest is an allusion to the n of the County and th
walled crown around the h’s neck and the closed helm are symbo
local governmen

The District Motto, "Do well and fear not", is takérom the wall of an 18th century Ic-up in the village
of Shenley. Not only do the wordsemselves convey an admirable injunction; the soaft¢he phras
reminds us of an excellent symbol of the high saadsl of civic life found in the Distri—an empty,
disused prison!



