ELSTREE AND BOREHAMWOOD TOWN COUNCIL  

TRANSPORT FORUM
MINUTES of a meeting held in the Council Chamber, Elstree Way Borehamwood on Thursday 26th February 2015 at 7.00pm
Present: 


Cllr C Butchins (Chairman in the Chair) (EBTC)




Cllr E Butler (Vice Chairman) (EBTC)




Cllr R Butler (EBTC)




Cllr S Dobin (EBTC)




Cllr G Franklin (EBTC)




Cllr C Kelly (EBTC)





Cllr Mrs F Turner (EBTC)




Cllr Mrs S Parnell (EBTC)




Cllr S Rubner (EBTC) 





Cllr Mrs F Turner (EBTC)




Cllr A Harrison (HBC)





Cllr J Galliers (HBC)





Cllr L Reefe (HCC)





T Hennessey (Hertfordshire County Council)




G Brigden (Hertfordshire County Council)




S Simmonds (Sullivan Buses)




PCSO C Messetter (Hertfordshire Constabulary)




J Cartledge (Resident)





L Heyman (Govia Thameslink Railway)




A Lewis (EBRA)




L Stack (EBRA)





S Alford (EBRA)




P O’Donnell (EBRA)



J Brown (Pensioners’ Rights)



D Burcombe (Tried and Trusted)




C Barker (Borehamwood Museum Group)




J Newmark (Resident)



P Mirams (Resident)



D Mooring (Resident)



J Sivertsen (Resident)




B Cahill (Resident)




M Cahill (Resident)





N Clarke (Resident)



Mrs E Butchins (Resident)

 


H Jones (Town Clerk)



[A total of 40 attendees were present at the meeting – those 




wishing to be included in the Minutes are listed above and 




will be included on the distribution list for receipt of 




agendas/minutes of the Forum]
19.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE AND SUBSTITUTIONS

Apologies were received from Cllr Mrs P Strack (EBTC), Cllr Mrs S Maughan (EBTC) Mr & Mrs C Blake, S Davies (001 Driving Academy) and A De Swarte.
20.
DECLARATIONS OF COUNCILLORS' INTERESTS

There were none.

21.
TRANSPORT FORUM MINUTES

The Minutes of the meeting of the Forum held on 30 October 2014 were approved and duly signed as a true record by the Chairman.
22.
STIRLING CORNER (BY MORRISONS)
It was noted that TfL representatives had submitted apologies for nonattendance at the meeting. 
It was noted that TfL had indicated by way of e:mail correspondence that the 50 mph speed limit on the A1 approach to Stirling Corner had been implemented.  However, some Forum Members raised concerns that the speed limits were not adhered to by many drivers and the status of the signage was also queried (insofar as it appeared to be of a non-permanent nature and to lack the preliminary notices warning road users of the change in limit).  Some Forum Members suggested that the speed limit could be painted on the road in addition to being displayed on fixed signs.  Several Forum Members thanked the Forum for its assistance in canvassing for the speed reduction with TfL and for helping to reinstate the permanency of the traffic lights.  Whilst they felt that this was a success for the Transport Forum, it was also acknowledged that more work was required to seek to make Stirling Corner a safer location for pedestrians and cyclists as well as other road users.
 Forum Members reiterated concerns about:

· the safety of crossing at the junction for pedestrians;
· the need for a warning of the concealed entrance into the static home park;

· problems for traffic exiting Morrisons and the perceived need for traffic lights at this point; and
· the desirability of speed camera installation (or a temporary speed camera).
J Cartledge reported (a) that Hertfordshire County Council had confirmed that raised kerbs at the westbound bus stops in Barnet Lane near Stirling Corner had been programmed, (b) that TfL had confirmed that it had agreed last July that westbond buses on route 107 should revert to using stop B at the Borehamwood station interchange and was investigating why this had not happened, and (c) that the directionality of buses serving the two stops at Tesco was indicated by signs on site, so no action in respect of this was necessary. 

It was AGREED that:

(i)
the relevant Highways Authority be asked to clarify the status of and 
procedure for installing the 50 mph speed limit signage on the A1 approach 
to Stirling Corner and to be advised of the Forum’s comments, as set out 
above; and
(ii)
a representative of TfL be invited to attend the next Forum meeting on 2 July 
2015 in order to provide an update report and to answer queries.
23.
BUS SERVICES IN ELSTREE AND BOREHAMWOOD
Operators’ Reports

The Forum received an update report from Sullivan’s Buses on service changes, including a minor change to the 306 service in order to remedy buses arriving at Elstree Way too early and other minor changes to the 950 Thorpe Park Shuttle to take account of the school holiday period.
Members of the public were advised that information about these changes was available via Sullivan’s website:www.sullivanbuses.co.uk/html/sb8latest.html
‘Have your say on how the County Council funds bus services in Hertfordshire’

It was noted that the Town Council had previously submitted a response to the original consultation on bus services in October 2014.  For ease of 
reference, a copy of that response was included with the agenda papers.   A  revised consultation had been launched by Hertfordshire County Council with an official deadline of 10 April 2015.

Following a thorough and wide ranging discussion, including a question and answer session with officers of  Hertfordshire County Council, it was agreed that the comments of the Transport Forum be summarised as follows in response to the consultation:

· Some concerns were expressed over the need for a second consultation and the process for carrying out such an exercise (especially costs and officer time involved);

· The possibility was suggested that whether it served a hospital directly might not be the only criterion to judge a route’s essential value (as some non-hospital services were better used, while routes required by patients and staff to access hospitals were not limited to those which served them directly, route 306 from Borehamwood to Watford being a case in point);

· There was also a perceived need to consider non NHS hospitals or places of healthcare where NHS services might also be delivered;

· The withdrawal of services after 7.30 pm would be marginally less damaging than a withdrawal after 6.30 pm (as envisaged in the first consultation) but that this remained an unpopular proposal and that the consequences of such a reduction for employees working unsocial hours and for residents accessing evening leisure and recreational facilities would remain;

· Individual residents were encouraged to respond to the consultation directly (with some copies of the questionnaire being made available at the Town Council offices);

· As stated in the first response, it was felt that it would be more helpful to engage in a discussion about specific proposals rather than one on general cuts, for which purpose information about the usage, costs and revenues of individual services would have been helpful;

· It was recognised that County officers were challenged with a difficult task to seek to implement the savings required by Hertfordshire County Council and it was further recognised as a task they took little enjoyment in undertaking.

Overall, the feeling was that it was a deeply disappointing situation that had arisen and all concerned looked to happier times in the future where public transport provision, including bus services, could be enhanced for residents and visitors alike in Elstree and Borehamwood.

It was AGREED that:
a formal response be submitted by the Transport Forum (in support of a Town Council response) on the ‘Have your say on how the County Council funds bus services in Hertfordshire’ consultation based on the comments as set out above.
24.
PARKING AT SCHOOLS

It was noted that local PCSOs had been helpful in seeking to reduce the problem of antisocial parking near schools and that Hertfordshire Constabulary should be thanked for taking on board the Forum’s views.  PCSO Messetter thanked the Forum for the kind comments.
At the Chairman’s suggestion, the Forum viewed a video presentation made by school children in Cambridgeshire encouraging parents to park responsibly near schools.  It was noted that anyone wishing to view the video could do so on- line at:

www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/news/article/66/school_pupils_music_video_asks_parents_dont_park_here
It was AGREED that:

a letter be sent to Cambridgeshire County Council from the Transport Forum congratulating the students on their initiative.

25.
TRAIN SERVICES

Franchise changes
L Heyman reported that it was the first meeting of the Forum he had attended since the change of franchise and a difficult period for passengers during which some trains had been cancelled owing to a lack of drivers.  Increased training requirements had resulted in fewer drivers being available, compounding a driver shortage inherited from the previous franchisee, and the service had also been affected by flooding in the Clerkenwell tunnel.  It was reported that 70% of delays were due to infrastructure problems and that there had also been an unusually large number of fatalities on the tracks which was upsetting for families, passengers and drivers.  It was noted that the  waiting facilities for passengers on platforms 2 and 3 at West Hampstead could be improved (previously raised by J Cartledge as an issue), especially in terms of illumination and heating.
Mr Heyman also reported on the new TV advert and the latest performance figures (both of which topics were covered in the “In Touch” publication).

26.
SPEEDING ON COWLEY HILL
It was AGREED that:
representations be made to Hertfordshire County Council and the Hertfordshire Constabulary concerning anecdotal reports of speeding by road users on Cowley Hill.
27.
OPEN SESSION

Hertfordshire County Council
It was AGREED that:
(i)
representations be made to Hertfordshire County Council concerning the 
cleanliness of road signage in Elstree and Borehamwood with a suggestion 
that Community Payback (i.e. offenders subject to Community Service Orders) be investigated as a potential source of workforce to undertake the cleaning activity; and

(ii)
representatives of Hertfordshire County Council  be invited to a meeting of 
the Transport Forum in order to advise on the condition of local roads and 
signage (including its procedures for auditing such items and to discuss individual cases).
Parking
It was AGREED that:

a designated ‘parking issues’ item be included on future agendas of the Transport Forum (to include parking in disabled bays, bus stops, by schools, in the CPZ and parking enforcement).

Borehamwood Tesco’s Zebra Crossing

The Forum expressed disappointment that no response had been received from Tesco’s in relation to the three letters sent by the Town Council relating to the zebra crossing.  The Chairman reminded the Forum that confusion existed at the entrance to the Tesco’s store near the petrol station, as the crossing appeared to be both a light-controlled and a zebra- style crossing.  It was further noted that clarification would be sought from the store once more.

It was AGREED that:

representations be made to Borehamwood Tesco’s seeking a resolution to the query concerning the joint operation of traffic lights and a zebra crossing  between the store and petrol station.

28.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

It was noted that the next meeting was scheduled for Thursday 2 July 2015 at 7.00 pm, Hertsmere Civic Offices.
Members of the public with further questions for the Town Council were also encouraged to attend Full Council meetings, where a 15 minute public question time was available.  

The meeting closed at 9.10 pm.
Date:..............................................
CHAIRMAN...........................................................
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