ELSTREE AND BOREHAMWOOD TOWN COUNCIL  

ENVIRONMENT AND PLANNING COMMITTEE 
MINUTES of a meeting held in the Meeting Room of Elstree & Borehamwood Town Council Offices, Fairway Hall, Brook Close, Borehamwood on Tuesday 21 April 2015 at 7.00pm.
Present: 


Cllr G Franklin (Chairman in the Chair)





Cllr Mrs P Strack (Vice Chairman)




Cllr C Kelly 





Cllr Mrs S Parnell 
In attendance:


L Stack  - Elstree  and Borehamwood Residents’ Association (EBRA)





H Jones – Town Clerk
68.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE AND SUBSTITUTIONS
Apologies for absence were received from Cllr R Butler (Family Matters).
69.
DECLARATIONS OF COUNCILLORS' INTERESTS

There were none.
70.
MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 
The minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 17 March 2015 were signed as a true record.
71.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS - HERTSMERE BOROUGH COUNCIL

It was noted that representatives of Hertsmere Borough Council’s Planning Department had indicated that the Town Council’s comments on planning applications would be relevant up until the date of the Development Control meeting at which they were to be considered by Members of Hertsmere Borough Council.  As such, the Town Council should not refrain from submitting comments where the consultation period appeared to have expired.
It was AGREED that:

(i)
all Town Council Members be provided with an e:mail update (each Friday – where 
possible) showing the ‘current’ Planning Applications list at that time (i.e. the list 
submitted to the Environment and Planning Committee); and
(ii)
major applications (especially multiple dwelling developments) be considered by e:mail 
consultation where there was no scheduled Environment and Planning Committee within 
the consultation period.
A total of 29 applications received from the Borough Council were examined, on 23 of which the Committee had no specific objections to make, subject to the views of neighbours.  

The Committee made the following observations on the remaining applications:

15/0442/FUL - Bayshill Cottage, Barnet Lane, Elstree WD6 3QU

Demolition of existing dwelling and erection of replacement 2 storey, 7 bed detached dwelling with loft accommodation and basement level.  Demolition of existing detached garage & out buildings.  (revised application to include basement following permission granted under 14/0721/FUL) [comments by 28 April 2015]

Observation – The Committee expressed concern about a potential negative impact on the local water table (due to displaced water). 
15/0469/ADV - 128 Manor Way, Borehamwood WD6 1QX

Retrospective application for installation of one internally illuminated fascia sign to ATM machine (Advertisement Consent) [comments by 30 April 2015]

Observation – The Committee considered this retrospective application to be outside the spirit of planning law.


15/0525/PD42 - 76 Ripon Way, Borehamwood WD6 2JA

Single storey rear extension : depth 4m, height 3.2m, eaves 2.6m [comments by 30 April 2015]

Observation – The Committee was unable to consider or comment as there were “0 documents” available to view on the Hertsmere Borough Council planning portal.
15/0468/FUL - 128 Manor Way, Borehamwood WD6 1QX

Retrospective application for installation of ATM machine [comments by 1 May 2015]

Observation – The Committee considered this retrospective application to be outside the spirit of planning law.


15/0472/CLP - 64 Kenilworth Drive, Borehamwood WD6 1QN

Removal existing chimney stack.  Loft conversion to provide habitable living accommodation to include insertion of two front rooflights and a rear dormer window (Certificate of Lawful Development - Proposed) [comments by 1 May 2015]

Observation – The Committee considered this Certificate of Lawful Development application to be outside the spirit of planning law.


15/0562/HSE - 26 Keats Close, Borehamwood WD6 2FE

Conversion of garage into habitable room [comments by 6 May 2015]

Observation – The Committee was unable to consider or comment as there were “0 documents” available to view on the Hertsmere Borough Council planning portal.
72.
PLANNING DECISIONS - HERTSMERE BOROUGH COUNCIL
Details were received of decisions by the Borough Council relating to applications on which the Committee had submitted comments.
73. 
PARISH FOOTPATHS

Publicity of “Hertfordshire Year of Walking” initiative

It was noted that Hertfordshire County Council had asked the Town Council to consider promoting the joint initiative between the Countryside Management Service (CMS) and Public Health Team -  “Hertfordshire Year of Walking”. 
Local residents were encouraged to help celebrate the walking opportunities that the County had to offer by:
· visiting www.hertsdirect.org/walking to find existing walk programmes, news and events;
· completing the Pledge to Walk survey via www.hertsdirect.org/walking;
· emailing walking@hertfordshire.gov.uk to subscribe to the Hertfordshire Year of Walking newsletter;
· checking the Walks & More events calendar at www.hertsdirect.org/walksandmore and booking a place for an upcoming event; and

· volunteering as a Health Walk or guided walk leader or registering an event with Hertfordshire County Council.
It was AGREED that:

(i)
the Town Crier Sub-Committee be asked to include the above details in the forthcoming 
edition 19 (scheduled to be published in September 2015); and
(ii)
the Countryside Management Service Officer be notified of (i) above.
P3 scheme

Members noted that at a future time the Town Council might wish to seek to take advantage of the  P3 scheme (Parish Paths Partnership) operated by Hertfordshire County Council in order to promote any of the kind of path improvement or guided walk projects that it covered.
“Teddy’s Trails” routes 
Members  congratulated Mr J Cartledge for devising the inventive and informative “Teddy’s Trails” concept (especially insofar as it linked in with local public transport and the area’s film heritage).  It was noted that the report details were not for public dissemination until the issue of OS map usage had been resolved to the satisfaction of all parties.  It was noted that Council Staff would be walking some of the trails over the forthcoming months in order to provide feedback, enjoy the routes and to learn more about local history.
It was AGREED that:

(i)
the “Teddy’s Trails” concept be adopted by the Town Council and the Town Clerk be 
asked to work with Mr J Cartledge in implementing the details, including branding and 
advertisement (with a budget allocated to the project in 2015/16 of £400 (coded to 
Partnership Working 1484/104)):
· in the Town Crier (see (iii) below)
· on the Town Council Website

· on Social Media Pages (if appropriate)

· in hard copy (as an option subject to the advice from Mr Cartledge concerning the “currency” of the timetable and bus route information and the possibility of obtaining total or contributory funding from Hertfordshire County Council)
· in the Town Guide (if appropriate);

(ii)
Hertfordshire County Council be asked to assist the Town Council to be able to produce 
OS maps for use in “Teddy’s Trails” publications through its licence (as per the local 
walks booklet produced by Aldenham Parish Council and a similar leaflet published by 
Shenley Park Trust); 
(iii)
the Town Crier Sub-Committee be asked to include an article seeking to introduce and 
promote the “Teddy’s Trails” routes (to be prepared by Mr J Cartledge) in edition 19 of 
the Town Crier (on the same page as the promotion of the Hertfordshire Year of Walking 
scheme); and
(iv)
Mr J Cartledge be notified of (i) – (iii) above.
74.
CLERK’S REPORT
Allotments Update
It was noted that the change of use planning application for Stapleton Gardens was scheduled to be submitted to Hertsmere Borough Council as soon as issues surrounding access and egress (and vehicle movement numbers) had been resolved with Herts Highways.  Work at the Allum Lane and Melrose sites to improve the road surface was scheduled to commence on 27 April 2015 (with plot holders being notified of the inconvenience for vehicular access by way of posters).
It was noted that a Melrose Allotments ‘Open Day’ would be included in the list of events during the 2015 Civic Festival (to be held on site on Thursday 18 June 2015).
It was noted that the Council had received a request from a resident concerning unauthorised bonfires at Melrose Allotments.  The bonfire season was restricted to 15 September – 15 February (with no plastic waste to be burned and with the plot holder in attendance).  The Council Office had sought to resolve this by:
· erecting 6 posters on site reminding plot holders that they were now in the season in which all bonfires were banned;

· alerting the plot holder Chairman of the allotment group to report to plot holders directly; and

· asking the Council Warden to inspect the site to advise on any plots burning fires so that the Council could alert those persons and take any necessary action (including terminating the tenancy agreement, if required)
It was noted that the Town Clerk would monitor the situation.
Notice Board (Proposal for Board outside 96 Shenley Road)
It was noted that Hertsmere Leisure had been asked to obtain a quote for works to install a joint Town Council notice board outside 96 Shenley Road.  The Town Clerk was liaising with the Head of Building Management at Hertfordshire County Council to help to bring this into effect.
Sponsorship of Planting

It was noted that the Town Clerk was scheduled to meet with a representative of a local garden nursery in order to consider any joint working proposals.  Options included fruit tree planting at Stapleton Gardens to create an orchard area at the western end of the site and for screen planting to mitigate against the effects of a future locker room building.
High Street Planters

It was AGREED that:

Hertsmere Borough Council Parks Department be asked to agree a date for the “Grand Opening” (Mayoral Event) of the rejuvenated High Street Planters in Summer 2015.

75.
CLOSURE

The Meeting closed at 8.35 pm. 

It was noted that the next meeting was scheduled for Tuesday 26 May 2015 at 7.00 pm.
Date:..............................................

CHAIRMAN...........................................................
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