ELSTREE AND BOREHAMWOOD TOWN COUNCIL
MINUTES of the Environment and Planning Committee – 6th November 2008
Held at Fairway Hall, Brook Close, Borehamwood, starting at 19:30 hours.
PRESENT:

Councillors:

H David (Chairman)
R Butler; P Hedges; J Heywood, F Turner

In attendance:

Joel Charin Town Clerk

Allotments Tenants
Representatives:

Tony Cox;Tom Cunningham; Nick Todd

1

APOLOGIES FOR NON-ATTENDANCE & SUBSTITUTIONS
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr. M Heywood. All those present send
Martin their very best wishes for a speedy recovery.

2

MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING
The Minutes of the Meeting held on 2nd October 2008 were approved and signed as a true
record.

3

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Cllr. H David declared personal and prejudicial interests in planning applications
TP/08/1465; TP08/1557 and TP/07/0614; withdrawing from consideration, of these
applications.
Cllr. H David and Cllr. F Turner declared personal interests in TP/08/1617 and Cllr. F
Turner further declared personal interests in planning applications TP/08/1465; TP/08/1557;
TP/07/0614 and TP/08/1716.

4

PLANNING APPLICATIONS FROM HERTSMERE BOROUGH COUNCIL
A total of 24 planning applications were considered with 5 objections raised, as attached
list.

5

DECIDED PLANNING APPLICATIONS FROM HERTSMERE BOROUGH COUNCIL
A list of decided applications received from Hertsmere Borough Council was noted.

6

REPORT of the CLERK
Members expressed their appreciation of the winner of the Council’s annual cup - awarded
in memory of Alf Warman - for the best kept allotment, Mr Tom Murphy.
The Clerk invited representatives of the allotment tenants to raise issues of concern.
Responding for Allum Lane allotments, Tony Cox made the following points:
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•

The site was suffering an invasion of rabbits, and suggested the Council contact
Shenley Town Council to ascertain how they dealt with rabbits a few years ago.
Also, Environmental Health at Hertsmere Borough Council may be able to assist.

•

The new grass mower is unsuitable for the rural Allum Lane site, being insufficiently
powerful.

•

Maintenance was “appalling”; in the past there had been regular attendance by the
handyman but the last time anyone had strimmed the car park and roadway was
July.

•

Tony Cox agreed that cutting back the overgrowth bordering the Sutton homes
would not be prudent.
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It was agreed that the Clerk would investigate the puchase of a suitably powerful mower for
Allum Lane.
Tom Cunningham responded on behalf of the Melrose Road allotment tenants, who had
recently held a meeting, making the following points:
•

They are grateful for the interest shown by the Town Council in the allotments and
thanked the Council for the recent action taken on warnings and evictions.

•

Concern was expressed about the combination locks used on the entrance gate,
which many of the older tenants found difficult to use.

•

Concern was expressed about rubbish being thrown over the boundary fence into
the allotments from the new development of homes adjacent to rows C – E. Also,
tenants want to know who is responsible for maintaining the boundary fence.

•

A notice board in the car park was suggested and also a notice at the entrance
gate.

The following action was agreed:
•

Clerk to find out who owns the development site so that the Council can write to the
owners reminding them of their obligations.

•

Allotment plots are to be cleared/strimmed by handyman before being handed over
to new tenants.

•

Clerk to write again to Mr Healy asking him to add topsoil on top of the turf laid in
the tyre indentations to fill them level. This is to be done at the earliest opportunity
subject to suitable weather and no later than May 2009.

The Clerk briefed the Committee on the current state of the allotments and raised the issue
of the agreement with Watford Youth Council.
It was agreed that the Watford Youth Council could continue to use the two allotments rent
free until the end of February 2009, when the situation would be reviewed.
7

CLOSURE
Meeting closed at 21:15 hours.

Chairman:……………………………………
Date:………………………………………….
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