ELSTREE AND BOREHAMWOOD TOWN COUNCIL  

ENVIRONMENT AND PLANNING COMMITTEE 
MINUTES of a meeting held in the Meeting Room of Elstree & Borehamwood Town Council Offices, Fairway Hall, Brook Close, Borehamwood on Tuesday 23 September 2014 at 7.30pm.
Present: 


Cllr G Franklin (Chairman in the Chair)




Mrs S Parnell




Cllr Mrs P Strack (Vice Chairman)
In attendance:


H Jones – Town Clerk
29.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE AND SUBSTITUTIONS
Apologies for absence were received from Cllr R Butler (Labour Party Conference) and Cllr C Kelly (Other Business).
30.
DECLARATIONS OF COUNCILLORS' INTERESTS

There were none.
31.
MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 
The minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 22 July 2014 were signed as a true record.
32.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS - HERTSMERE BOROUGH COUNCIL

A total of 29 applications received from the Borough Council were examined, on 23 of which the Committee had no specific objections to make, subject to the views of neighbours.  

The Committee made the following observations on the remaining applications:

14/1325/FUL - 47 Allum Lane, Elstree WD6 3NE

Demolition of existing dwelling and erection of replacement two storey detached 4 bedroom dwelling to include basement level. [comments by 24 September 2014]

Observation – The Committee considered the application to be an overdevelopment and expressed concern about a potential negative impact on the local water table (due to displaced water).

14/1306/HSE - 120 Theobald Street, Borehamwood WD6 4PA

Partly retrospective application for erection of front porch [comments by 24 September 2014]

Observation – The Committee considered partly retrospective applications to be outside the spirit of planning law.


14/1333/HSE - 1 Beechfield Close, Borehamwood WD6 4NT

Erection of single storey rear extension to include 3 roof lights and garage conversion to provide habitable accommodation. [comments by 25 September 2014]

Observation – The Committee considered the conversion of a garage to a habitable room could have a potential negative impact on parking.

14/0773/CLP - 33 Easton Gardens, Borehamwood WD6 2PL

conversion of loft into habitable room with rear dormer and 2 front roof lights (Certificate of Lawful Development Proposed) [comments by 3 October 2014]
Observation – The Committee considered this Certificate of Lawful Development application to be outside the spirit of planning law.


14/1404/HSE - 4 Almond Way, Borehamwood WD6 1HF

Construction of new porch (Retrospective Planning permission)[comments by 9 October 2014]

Observation – The Committee considered retrospective applications to be outside the spirit of planning law.


14/1407/FUL - 2 Milton Drive, Borehamwood WD6 2BB

Erection of 1 bed detached house [comments by 13 October 2014]
Observation – The Committee considered the application to be an overdevelopment

33.
PLANNING DECISIONS - HERTSMERE BOROUGH COUNCIL
Details were received of decisions by the Borough Council relating to applications on which the Committee had submitted comments.
34.
COMMITTEE BUDGET 2015/16

It was RESOLVED that:

initial Headline Items for the 2015/16 Budget be listed to include (demonstrating variance against current year’s budget):

Activity




Code


Budget
Variance
· Tree Work Cemetery sites


(New Code)

£1,000

+£1,000

· Tree Work Allotment sites


(2141/201) 

£2,500

+£1,000

· All site improvements Allotments

(2140/201)

£2,500

+£2,000

· Notice Boards



(New Code)

£2,000

+£2,000
· Tools and Equipment


(2746/207)

£1,000

+£400
35.
CLERK’S REPORT  
Stapleton Allotments
It was noted that the new Stapleton Gardens allotment site was on schedule to open from Easter 2015.  The advertisement in the Town Crier publication had been successful in attracting potential plot holders onto the waiting list.

It was RESOLVED that:
(i)
plots at Stapleton Gardens be allocated to those on the waiting list with a preference 
being granted to Elstree and Borehamwood Residents with eligibility for a plot being 
extended to residents of Shenley and Aldenham Parish Councils (with a +25% fee 
applicable to those non Town tenants); 

(ii)
the Allotment terms and conditions for Stapleton Gardens prohibit the erection of sheds 
on site; and

(iii)
efforts be made to secure planning consent for a 20’x10’ timber cabin (no windows) at 
Stapleton Gardens (North East corner) to be used as a locker room for plot holders (and 
in the absence of such permission being granted, lockable storage boxes (no higher than 
30”) be permitted in the Allotment terms and conditions.
Centre of Sporting Excellence (Rowley Lane) 
It was noted that the public exhibitions would take place on three days at Hertsmere Borough Council:
Thursday 25 September 2014 3.00pm to 8.00pm

Saturday 27 September 2014 10.00am to 4.00pm 

Monday 29 September 2014 4.00pm – 8.00pm
The Committee would monitor developments with the proposal and the Town Clerk agreed to provide all Councillors with paperwork supplied at an Officer’s meeting.
Elstree Corridor consultation and public hearing (EWCAAP)
It was noted that the Town Council had submitted comprehensive comments on the consultation document for the Elstree Corridor.  Council Members had been notified of the EWCAAP Examination public hearings between 21 – 23 October 2014.
All Saints Churchyard tree update
Members noted that the emergency work to fell a dangerous tree at the Cemetery had been noted and approved by Full Council on 18 September 2014.
Elstree and Borehamwood War Memorial improvement work.
It was noted that the Council had submitted an application for a grant to the War Memorials Trust in order to meet the cost of installing a handrail at the Elstree site.  Hertfordshire County Council had not responded to the Town Council’s request to undertake works to improve the Borehamwood site prior to the Remembrance Sunday service in 2014.
36.
CLOSURE

The Meeting closed at 9.00 pm. 

It was noted that the next meeting was scheduled for Tuesday 28 October 2014.
Date:..............................................

CHAIRMAN...........................................................
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