ELSTREE AND BOREHAMWOOD TOWN COUNCIL  

ENVIRONMENT AND PLANNING COMMITTEE 
MINUTES of a meeting held in the Meeting Room of Elstree & Borehamwood Town Council Offices, Fairway Hall, Brook Close, Borehamwood on Tuesday 25 November 2014 at 7.30pm.
Present: 


Cllr G Franklin (Chairman in the Chair)





Cllr Mrs P Strack (Vice Chairman)




Cllr R Butler





Cllr C Kelly





Cllr Mrs S Parnell

In attendance:


C Barker (Rotary Club)





H Jones – Town Clerk
37.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE AND SUBSTITUTIONS
There were none.
38.
DECLARATIONS OF COUNCILLORS' INTERESTS

There were none.
39.
MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 
The minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 23 September 2014 were signed as a true record.
40.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS - HERTSMERE BOROUGH COUNCIL

A total of 29 applications received from the Borough Council were examined, on 20 of which the Committee had no specific objections to make, subject to the views of neighbours.  

The Committee made the following observations on the remaining applications:

14/1550/FUL - Nicoll farm Stables, Allum Lane, Elstree WD6 3NP

Demolition of 2 existing dwellings, together with some residual structures associated with the former use of the land
as riding stables and erection of 2 x 4 bed detached replacement dwellings to include basement levels, associated car parking and bin storage [comments by 27 November 2014]

Observation – The Committee considered the application to be an overdevelopment and expressed concern about a potential negative impact on the local water table (due to displaced water).  The Committee also queried whether the application had been determined at the time of the meeting.

14/1714/HSE - 98 Croxdale Road, Borehamwood WD6 4QA

Single storey front and two storey rear extensions [comments by 28 November 2014]

Observation – The Committee raised concerns over loss o privacy to Nos. 96 and 100 Croxdale Road resulting from the upper storey extension.
14/1715/HSE - Pennywell Manor, Fortune Lane, Elstree

Retrospective application for single storey pool enclosure and attached triple garage [comments by 28 November 2014]

Observation – The Committee considered retrospective applications to be outside the spirit of planning law.


14/1777/HSE - 22 Caishowe Road, Borehamwood WD6 5JA

Retrospective application for the retention of a brick built summer house with tiled roof [comments by 3 December 2014]

Observation – The Committee considered retrospective applications to be outside the spirit of planning law.


14/1773/CLP - 14 Ashley Drive, Borehamwood WD6 2JD

Erection of single storey rear extension and loft conversion to provide habitable living accommodation to include 3 front rooflights and a rear dormer window (Certificate of Lawful Development - Proposed)[comments by 5 December 2014]

Observation – The Committee considered this Certificate of Lawful Development application to be outside the spirit of planning law.


14/1795/CLP - 21 Deacons Hill Road, Elstree WD6 3HY

Loft conversion to provide habitable living accommodation, incorporating hip to gable roof alteration and insertion of rear dormer window.  Re-siting of first floor landing window (Certificate of Lawful Development - Proposed) [comments by 5 December 2014]

Observation – The Committee considered this Certificate of Lawful Development application to be outside the spirit of planning law.


14/1735/OUT - Land East of Rowley Lane, Borehamwood 

Outline Planning Application for the development of a centre of sporting excellence comprising:  the erection of buildings to accommodate a full size indoor artificial pitch, sports hall, sports academy and associated facilities (including education, office and medical facilities);  hotel (including conference and leisure facilities) and hostel;  office/commercial and research buildings, community sports facility, outdoor grass and artificial sports pitches (including floodlighting) new access arrangements, parking, landscaping, infrastructure and associated works [comments by 10 December 2014]

Observation – The Committee raise concerns about the traffic access/egress to/from the site insofar as this might negatively impact on safety for road users.  The Committee supported local initiatives that sought to promote a thriving economy in the area.
14/1820/CLP - 35 Nicoll Way, Borehamwood WD6 2PU

Conversion of loft into habitable room with rear dormer and two front roof lights [comments by 12 December 2014]

Observation – The Committee considered this Certificate of Lawful Development application to be outside the spirit of planning law.


14/1803/CLP - 32 Reston Path, Borehamwood, WD6 5AU
Single storey front and rear extension (Lawful Development Certificate - Proposed) [comments by 12 December 2014]

Observation – The Committee considered this Certificate of Lawful Development application to be outside the spirit of planning law.


41.
PLANNING DECISIONS - HERTSMERE BOROUGH COUNCIL
Details were received of decisions by the Borough Council relating to applications on which the Committee had submitted comments.
42.
COMMITTEE BUDGET 2015/16
It was noted that the proposals by the Committee for the  draft 2015/16 Committee Budget had been previously put forward as headline items at the meeting on 23 September 2014.  There were no material amendments proposed to the draft budget as recommended by the General Management Committee on 12 November 2014 to 
be submitted for ratification by Full Council on 14 January 2015.

43.
HIGH STREET PLANTERS

It was noted that a proposal for High Street Planter brickwork repairs had been submitted to the Town Council from Hertsmere Borough Council.  It was further noted that Hertsmere Borough Council had absorbed the cost of brickwork and other repairs at Borehamwood War Memorial prior to the 2014 Remembrance Sunday event.  Whilst it was noted that ultimately the responsibility for the cost of both items rested with Hertfordshire County Council, it was felt that the Town Council could assist in prioritising the action.

It was RESOLVED that:

the quote dated 17 October 2014 (Qu. 1028) from Hertsmere Borough Council to relay/replace 54 double bull nosed bricks on Planters along Shenley Road (£1,604.20) be approved for payment (3147/301 New Initiatives).

44.
CONSULTATION DOCUMENTS

It was noted that Cllr Mrs P Strack and Cllr Mrs S Parnell had previously submitted comments on the consultation document: Draft Appendix to Planning and Design Guide Part E (SPD).  Members welcomed the report that the guidance had been prepared by Hertsmere Borough Council in response to issues surrounding garage conversions having been raised by both local residents and Town Councillors.  A consolidated consultation response would be submitted to Hertsmere Borough Council before the 8 December 2014 deadline.
45. 
CLERK’S REPORT

Stapleton Allotments

The Committee noted that assistance had been sought from appropriate Officers in aiding the Town Council in the submission of planning applications for the change of use at Stapleton Gardens and the possibility of an allotment locker shed on site.  A detailed update report was sought for the next meeting on 20 January 2015.

Elstree and Borehamwood War Memorial improvement work.
It was noted that the Council had submitted an application for a grant to the War Memorials Trust in order to meet the cost of installing a handrail at the Elstree site.
46.
CLOSURE

The Meeting closed at 9.05 pm. 

It was noted that the next meeting was scheduled for Tuesday 20 January 2015.
Date:..............................................

CHAIRMAN...........................................................
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