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  Changes which have occurred or    

  amendments notified since           

  publication date  

 

Feedback from trail users is always welcome ς please e-mail john.cartledge@cantab.net 

or phone him on 0208 953 8008. 

 

Fly Tipping 

Fly tipping is a persistent problem in the countryside around 

Borehamwood and Elstree.  If you observe anything that has been 

dumped on a road or footpath , it should be reported to the 

appropriate local authority. 

In Hertfordshire, if the dumped material is obstructing the road or path, 

please notify the county council at 

https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/highways-roads-and-

pavements/report-a-problem/report-a-highway-fault/obstructions/obstructions.aspx. 

Otherwise, please notify the relevant district council.  In Hertsmere (Aldenham, Bushey, 

Elstree and Boreham Wood, Ridge, Shenley, South Mimms) this is 

https://www5.hertsmere.gov.uk/ufs321/ufsmain?ebz=1_1586382355171&ebf=1&ebp=10. 

In St Albans (St Stephen) this is https://stalbans.force.com/mysadc/s/login/?ec=302&start 

URL=%2Fmysadc%2Fs%2Freport-it%3FservShortRef%3Dflytipping. 

In Watford this is https://watfordbc-self.achieveservice.com/en/service/report_a_street_ 

cleansing_or_parks_issue?reporttype=100. 

In the London Borough of Barnet, please notify the borough council on 

https://www.barnet.gov.uk/roads-and-pavements/road-maintenance/street-care-and-

cleaning/report-fly-tipping. 

In the London Borough of Harrow, please notify the borough council on 

https://www.harrow.gov.uk/flytipping. 
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Arkley Trail 

Page 14, paragraph 1 : It is believed that the Newton Hill Stud at Longwood Farm is no 

longer active. 

Page 14, paragraph 6 : The fallen tree marking the boundary 

between Greater London and Hertfordshire is becoming 

overgrown.  

Page 16, paragraph 2 : Sadly, the multi-wheeled gypsy 

caravan has disappeared. 

Page 16, paragraph 4 : Much of the vegetation shown 

at the junction of Arkley Lane and the Barnet By-pass 

has now been cleared. 

Page 19, paragraph 7 and photograph (c), and page 20, 

paragraph 4 : All of the pedestrian safety barriers along 

      this path have been removed. 

Page 21, paragraph 1 : Gates have now been erected 

at the entrance to Meadow Park, and the low fence 

along the left of the path has been removed.  

 

Berrygrove Trail 

Page 24, Access to start : The starting point at Widgeon Way is now additionally reachable 

on Mondays to Fridays by a 25-minute journey on Uno bus service 635 from Stop J in 

Market Street, Watford town centre. 

Page 26, paragraph 5 : Immediately before you turn right onto 

path AмрΣ ŀ ǇŀƛǊ ƻŦ ōƭŀŎƪ ƳŜǘŀƭ ƎŀǘŜǎ ƳŀǊƪŜŘ άtǊƛǾŀǘŜ wƻŀŘέ 

have been erected across the lane.  This restriction applies 

only to vehicular traffic, and does not affect pedestrians.  

Walk round the right-hand end of the gates and turn right 

along the path. 

Page 27, paragraph 4 : The paddocks on the left of the 

driveway leading to the Winfield Park residential home site have been fenced off and are 

currently (April 2020) being used to store commercial vehicles, this compound being 

ƛƳŀƎƛƴŀǘƛǾŜƭȅ ƴŀƳŜŘ ά¢ƘŜ tŀŘŘƻŎƪǎέΦ  !ƴŘ ŦƻǊ άŦƛŦǘƘέ ōǳƴƎŀƭƻǿΣ ǊŜŀŘ άǎƛȄǘƘέΦ 

Page 28, paragraph 2 : Patchetts Green farmhouse and the associated Lims barn are 

currently (April 2020) undergoing renovation and conversion. 

Page 31, paragraph 2 : White Lodge is now White Cottage. 

tŀƎŜ отΣ ǇŀǊŀƎǊŀǇƘ м Υ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǿ ŀ άǿŀƭƭέ ƻŦ ǘȅǊŜǎ  ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

right of the path.  



Page 37, paragraph 2 : The tall dead tree in the photograph has 

now fallen, and only a broken stump remains.  

Page 40, paragraph 4 : The gate shown closed and locked 

across the path is now (May 2020) locked open. 

 

 

Bushey Trail 

Page 45, paragraph 5 : Sadly, the Imperial China Restaurant has 

closed. 

Page 46, paragraph 1 : Some large concrete blocks have been 

placed on the path immediately before reaching the bridge over 

the motorway.  

Page 46, paragraphs 3/4 : Patchetts Green farmhouse and the 

associated Lims barn are currently (April 2020) undergoing 

renovation and conversion. 

Page 49, paragraph 2 : Construction 

work is currently (June 2020) taking 

place at the transforming station 

alongside the path, but the route                  

remains open to walkers. 

The field adjacent to the electricity transforming station is being 

developed by National Grid, in conjunction with the 

Conservation Volunteers, into a wildflower meadow.  

Construction work is currently (June 2020) taking place at the 

transforming station alongside the path, but the route remains 

open to walkers. 

Page 50, paragraph 2 Υ ¢ƘŜ ά{ƭƻǿ             ά sign illustrated has been removed from this 

location.    

Page 51, paragraph 5 : Kampen Kot is now called Flintwall Cottage.  It was recently used as a 

location for filming The White House Farm, a TV mini-series about the murder of members 

of the Bamber family at an Essex farmhouse in 1985.  

Page 51, paragraph 6  : Bernadine and Ranworth are encountered in the opposite sequence 

to that stated..  

Page 53, paragraph 3 : Recent works have modified the 

appearance of the entrance to WarŘΩǎ [ŀƴŜ ς see new 

photograph replacing that in book.  



Page 54, paragraph 2 : The first marker post mentioned, 

described as white-topped, has been replaced by a new one 

which is unpainted.  

 

 

Page 55, paragraph 4 : In 

April 2020 the six-barred 

metal gate had been 

removed, leaving a gap in the 

hedge, and the swing gate and marker post had collapsed and were lying on the ground.   

There were no longer alpacas in the next field. 

Page 56, paragraph 4 : In July 2020 Hertsmere council granted planning consent for the demolition 

of Organ Hall Farm and the remnants of the adjacent prefabs, and the redevelopment of the site for 

housing and offices.  In November this demolition had taken place, and the prefabs had gone. 

 

Caldecote Trail 

Page 61, paragraph 2 : Elstree Aerodrome has been 

rebranded as London Elstree Aerodrome, although 

(unlike London Biggin Hill, London City and London 

Heathrow airports) it is not located within Greater 

London.   However, as it is only 13 miles from Trafalgar 

Square, it has a stronger geographical claim to this description than London Gatwick (24 

miles), London Luton (27 miles), London Southend (36 miles) or Lydd London Ashford (60 

miles) airports. 

Page 64, paragraph 3 : The gate shown closed and locked across the path is now (May 2020) 

locked open. 

 

Dyrham Park Trail 

Page 69, paragraph 2 : The metal footbridge has now been 

rebuilt in wood.  

Page 70, paragraph 4 : Sadly, the multi-wheeled gypsy caravan has disappeared. 



Edgware Trail 

Page 78, paragraph 4 : Some of the signs in the array 

have changed.  

 

Harperbury Trail 

Page 88, paragraph 5 : The close-boarded fence has gone, so the path now emerges  onto 

The Warren at a gap to the right of a seven-barred metal gate, at which point you turn left 

along the road as described in paragraph 7. 

Page 89, paragraph 5 : George Blake died in Moscow in December 2020, aged 98, and was 

buried with military honours. 

Page 91, paragraph 2 : The concrete footbridge with metal 

rails has been replaced with a new wooden bridge. 

Page 91, paragraph 2 : The 

footpath leading from the 

Rose Field has been 

realigned and resurfaced.  

It now starts about 120 

yards after you entered the field, from a point close to the 

stream on your right. 

Page 9 2, paragraph 3 : In April 2020 the Cat and Fiddle was closed, and awaiting 

redevelopment. 

Page 93, paragraph 1 : The fence in front of the former 

Cobden Hill farmhouse (visible in the picture at the foot of 

the previous page) is now obscured by the growth of laurel 

in front of it. 

Page 94, paragraph 1 : The mountain bike trails in 

Wellhouse Dell are now officially sanctioned. 

 
Page 

Highwood Trail 

Page  100, paragraph 5 : Unfortunately the seat dedicated to or by National Car Parks has 

disappeared. 

Page 101 , paragraph 4 : The wooden posts numbered 12 and 13 have been uprooted and 

are now (April 2020) leaning against the wire fence ς in the case of no 13, a couple of yards 

beyond the path junction at which you turn right. 

Page 104, paragraph 2 : The near-ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎƭŜǎǎ ά/ƻǳƴǘȅ ƻŦ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅέ ǎƭƻƎŀƴ ƛǎ ƴƻǿ 

attached to the base of a roundabout traffic direction sign. 



Page 16, paragraph 4 : The former Big Brother 

house has been demolished and the site is 

currently (April 2020) being redeveloped to create 

additional studio stages.  

 

Little Bushey Trail 

Page 113, paragraph 3 : The wooden kissing gate and discontinuous fence have been 

removed, and the pasture is now a public recreation area. 

 

Page 114, paragraph 1 : A pile of soil has recently (April 2020) been dumped across the path 

where it emerges onto the pavement alongside the by-pass, but this can be circumvented 

by walking round its right-hand side. 

 

Page 115, paragraph 1 : The yellow sign warning of the legal dangers of trespassing on the 

aerodrome has now been qualified by the addition of the further words stating (correctly)  

άŜȄŎŜǇǘ ŦƻǊ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ƻŦ ǿŀȅέΦ 

 

Page 116, paragraph 1 : The metal kissing gate mentioned 

in this paragraph has been demolished. 

 

Page 116, paragraph 5 : Recent works have modified the 

appearance of Wards Lane, so the image adjacent to this 

paragraph should be replaced with this one.  

 

Page 117, paragraph 4 : The post marking the plank 

bridge over the ditch shown in the picture has been 

replaced.  The new post is to the right of the path.  The 

skeletal remains of a fallen tree a short distance to your 

right are quite dramatic. 

 

Page 119, paragraph 4 : 

The gate shown closed 

and locked across the path is now (May 2020) locked open. 

 

Page 120, paragraph 6 : The five-barred wooden gate at 

the exit onto Allum Lane has been removed.  

 

 

Munden Trail 

Page 122, Access to start : The starting point at Widgeon Way is now additionally reachable 

on Mondays to Fridays by a 25-minute journey on Uno bus service 635 from Stop J in 

Market Street, Watford town centre. 



Oakridge Trail 

Page 135, paragraph 6.  A fallen tree trunk a little way downstream is causing the water to 

pond back and be deeper than usual at the point at which the route enters Tykeswater.  

Also, another tree has fallen across the stream a couple of hundred yards upstream.  For the 

time being (November 2020) use of the alternative route shown [in parentheses] in 

paragraphs 2 to 4 on page 136 is recommended. 

 

Page 136, paragraph 7 : Immediately after you have turned 

left from the lane onto the bridleway (which is A5), ignore a 

signpost bearing the same number pointing into the field on 

your left and go straight ahead alongside the hedge.  

 

Page 139, paragraph 5 : The bungalow on the site of the 

Roman pottery is now called Elangeni. 

 

Page 142, paragraph 6 : A small plaque and a rear licence plate on a tree on the opposite 

side of the road, shortly before reaching North Medburn Farm, record the sad death in a 

road accident at this spot in 2014 of a 27 year old motorcyclist, Joe Paul. 

 

Page 143, paragraph 6 : The gate shown closed and locked 

across the path is now (May 2020) locked open. 

Page 145, paragraph 1 : The five-barred wooden gate at the 

exit onto Allum Lane has been removed. 

 

Otterspool Trail 

 

Page 146, Access to start : The starting point at Widgeon Way is now additionally reachable 

on Mondays to Fridays by a 25-minute journey on Uno bus service 635 from Stop J in 

Market Street, Watford town centre. 

Page 147, paragraph 4 : Immediately before a path leads off to 

the right, a pair of black metal gates marked άtǊƛǾŀǘŜ ǊƻŀŘέ 

have been erected across the lane.  This restriction applies 

only to vehicular traffic, and does not affect pedestrians.  

Walk round the right-hand end of the gates and continue 

straight ahead. 

 

Page 148, paragraph 1 : The miniature sentry boxes outside 

the cottages attached to Otterspool House are actually bin 

stores. 

 

tŀƎŜ мпуΣ ǇŀǊŀƎǊŀǇƘ п Υ wŜǇǘƻƴΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƴŀƳŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǎǇŜƭƭŜŘ 

Humphry. 

 



Page 152, paragraph 3 : More recently, the churchyard 

was used as a location for filming scenes in The White 

House Farm, a TV mini-series about the murder of 

members of the Bamber family at an Essex farmhouse in 

1985. 

Page 154, paragraph 6 : 

Do not go through the 

five-barred gate, as the path has been diverted for about 

100 yards and now runs to the right of the duck pond in 

ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άǾŜǊȅ ƳƻŘŜǊƴ ƘƻǳǎŜέΦ  

 

Page 155, paragraph 2 : The Fruit Farm buildings are now 

occupied by Marathon Motors Ltd, a firm offering garage 

services and vehicle repairs. 

 

Page 155, paragraph 3 : The wooden kissing gate has been replaced by a metal one. 

 

Page 155, paragraph 5 : The second marker post, on the far 

side of the field, is currently (April 2020) missing, but the three 

oak trees (one of which is deceased) remain. 

 
  

Page 155, paragraph 6 : The gate from the slab path into a 

ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ όǿƘƛŎƘ ȅƻǳ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ŜƴǘŜǊύ ƴƻ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ōŜŀǊǎ ŀ Ψƴƻ 

ŜƴǘǊȅΩ ǎƛƎƴΦ 

 

Page 157, paragraph 3 : In 

April 2020 the six-barred 

metal gate had been 

removed, leaving a gap in the 

hedge, and the swing gate 

and marker post had  

collapsed and were lying on 

the ground.   There were no longer alpacas in the next field. 

Page 158, paragraph 1 : In July 2020 Hertsmere council granted planning consent for the 

demolition of Organ Hall Farm and the remnants of the adjacent prefabs, and the 

redevelopment of the site for housing and offices.  In November this demolition had taken 

place, and the prefabs had gone. 

 

Scratchwood Trail 

Page 162, paragraph 4 : The café at Scratchwood open space has become the Sophe Lounge, 

a Persian restaurant. 

Page 165, paragraph 2 : Concealed in the woodland thicket alongside Barnet Lane, on your 

right, are a number of artificial ponds, known as dew ponds, filled by seasonal rainfall and 



used for watering livestock in the pre-railway era when animals were driven on the hoof to 

the London markets. 

 

Shenley Park Trail 

 

Page 174, paragraph 2 : Shenley Cricket Centre now forms part of the London Shenley Club, 

which describes itself as providing άa unique and attractive all year round location for 

weddings, private ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜ ŎǊƛŎƪŜǘ ƳŀǘŎƘŜǎΦέ 

 

Page 178, paragraph 2 : A seven-barred metal gate, bearing 

ŀ ǎƛƎƴ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ άbƻǘƛŎŜ ς Private property ς YŜŜǇ ƻǳǘέ ƴƻǿ 

bars the track at the point at which you turn left along 

restricted byway 45.  
 

 

Shenleybury Trail 

 

Page 185, paragraph 7 : Both of the stiles mentioned in this paragraph have been replaced 

by wooden kissing gates. 

Page 187, paragraph 8 : Warwick Cottage no 2 has a 3-over-6 sash widow on the ground 

floor. 

Page 188, paragraph 1 : The Novita restaurant haǎ ōŜŜƴ ǊŜƴŀƳŜŘ ƭΩLǘŀƭƛŀƴŀΦ 

Page 188, paragraph 2 : The housing development is called Black Lion Cottages, a reference 

to the former pub on the site of whose stables it stands. 

Page 188, paragraph 3 : The lattice leaded-effect lights in the ground floor windows have 

been replaced by modern casements. 

Page 189, paragraph 1 : Similar ball finials can be seen on the posts of the pedestrian gate at 

the right of the main gate to Pound House.  The name of the house alludes to the pound 

mentioned in paragraph 7 on page 187. 

Page 189, paragraph 4 : The village sign had been taken down in March 2020, its supporting 

pole having decayed, and was awaiting reinstatement. 

Page 191, paragraph 4 :  In March 2020 the clock on no 108 London Road was once again 

inoperative, though not this time as a result of air raids. 

tŀƎŜ мфмΣ ǇŀǊŀƎǊŀǇƘ р Υ Wǳǎǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ǊƻŀŘέ ǘǳǊƴƛƴƎ ŀ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ ǘŜƭŜǇƘƻƴŜ 

kiosk now houses Little Shenley Library, sponsored by the building firm Griggs in association 

with the parish council.  Iǘ ƻǇŜǊŀǘŜǎ ƻƴ ŀ άǇƭŜŀǎŜ ƘŜƭǇ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀǾŜ ŀ ōƻƻƪ ƛƴ ƛǘǎ ǇƭŀŎŜέ 

basis. 

Page 192, paragraph 5 : In March 2020 planning permission was given for the former King 

William IV pub to be converted into flats.  The façade of the former pub is to be retained. 



Page 193, paragraph 4 : Unfortunately the bells are no longer visible from below, boards 

having been installed below the grid. 

Page 197, paragraph 6 : The path leading from the gate 

ŀŎǊƻǎǎ YƛǘǿŜƭƭ CŀǊƳΩǎ ŘǊƛǾŜ ƛǎ S7, signposted to Woodhall 

Farm.  

Page 198, paragraph 2 : Just 

after the wooden swing gate at the start of path S8, a metal gap 

narrower has been installed to discourage illegal use of the path 

by cyclists and motor cyclists. 

Page 199, paragraph 3 : The wooden swing gate in the metal 

palings is currently (mid-2020) hanging low and wedged against 

the ground, but it is possible to squeeze round it.  Immediately 

after it, and at another point a couple of hundred yards further on, the path is extremely 

muddy after rain but branches and planks have been laid (unofficially) which help to make it 

passable. 

 

South Mimms Trail 

Page 205, paragraph 3 : The name sign on South 

Mymms Village Hall is spelled, unusually for this 

ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ άȅέΦ 

tŀƎŜ нмлΣ ǇŀǊŀƎǊŀǇƘ т Υ ¢ƘŜ άǇŀǾŜƳŜƴǘέ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ƛǎ 

signposted as a Highway Verge Bridle Path. 

Page 211, paragraph 1 : The replacement for the cottage destroyed by fire is called Darrach 

Cottage. 

Page 211, paragraph 3 : The first of the two marker posts mentioned (and shown in the 

fourth photograph) has disappeared. 

 

Southridge Trail 

Page 215, paragraph 6 : A wooden swing gate has now been 

erected across the gap at the point at which you leave the 

road (i.e. in the foreground of the second picture on the 

page). 

Page 216, paragraph 1 : The first two wooden gates 

mentioned, between the paddocks, have been replaced with metal ones. 

Page 216, paragraph  2 : The field is currently (May 2020) cropped, with no gap having been 

left for walkers, but your right of way is unaffected. 


