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  publication date (March 2020) 

 

Feedback from trail users is always welcome ς please e-mail john.cartledge@cantab.net 

or phone him on 0208 953 8008. 

 

Fly Tipping 

Fly tipping is a persistent problem in the countryside around 

Borehamwood and Elstree.  If you observe anything that has been 

dumped on a road or footpath , it should be reported to the 

appropriate local authority. 

In Hertfordshire, if the dumped material is obstructing the road or path, 

please notify the county council at 

https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/highways-roads-and-

pavements/report-a-problem/report-a-highway-fault/obstructions/obstructions.aspx. 

Otherwise, please notify the relevant district council.  In Hertsmere (Aldenham, Bushey, 

Elstree and Boreham Wood, Ridge, Shenley, South Mimms) this is 

https://www5.hertsmere.gov.uk/ufs321/ufsmain?ebz=1_1586382355171&ebf=1&ebp=10. 

In St Albans (St Stephen) this is https://stalbans.force.com/mysadc/s/login/?ec=302&start 

URL=%2Fmysadc%2Fs%2Freport-it%3FservShortRef%3Dflytipping. 

In Watford this is https://watfordbc-self.achieveservice.com/en/service/report_a_street_ 

cleansing_or_parks_issue?reporttype=100. 

In the London Borough of Barnet, please notify the borough council on 

https://www.barnet.gov.uk/roads-and-pavements/road-maintenance/street-care-and-

cleaning/report-fly-tipping. 

In the London Borough of Harrow, please notify the borough council on 

https://www.harrow.gov.uk/flytipping. 
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The Countryside Code 

Page 9, paragraph 3 : The wording of the code has been revised and extended.  It now reads : 

Respect everyone  

ω ōŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀǘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƛƴΣ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƧƻȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅǎƛŘŜ 

ω ƭŜŀǾŜ ƎŀǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŜƳ 

ω Řƻ ƴƻǘ ōƭƻŎƪ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ƎŀǘŜǿŀȅǎ ƻǊ ŘǊƛǾŜǿŀȅǎ ǿƘŜƴ ǇŀǊƪƛƴƎ  

ω ōŜ ƴƛŎŜΣ ǎŀȅ ƘŜƭƭƻΣ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǇŀŎŜ 

ω Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǎƛƎƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƪŜŜǇ ǘƻ ƳŀǊƪŜŘ ǇŀǘƘǎ ǳƴƭŜǎǎ ǿƛŘŜǊ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ƛǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ 

Protect the environment 

ω ǘŀƪŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛǘǘŜǊ ƘƻƳŜ ς leave no trace of your visit 

ω ǘŀƪŜ ŎŀǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ ..vǎ ŀƴŘ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƭƛƎƘǘ ŦƛǊŜǎ 

ω ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƪŜŜǇ ŘƻƎǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǎƛƎƘǘ 

ω ŘƻƎ Ǉƻƻ ς bag it and bin it ς any public waste bin will do 

ω ŎŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ς do not cause damage or disturbance 

Enjoy the outdoors 

ω ŎƘŜŎƪ ȅƻǳǊ ǊƻǳǘŜ ŀƴŘ ƭƻŎŀƭ conditions 

ω Ǉƭŀƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŀŘǾŜƴǘǳǊŜ ς know what to expect and what you can do 

ω ŜƴƧƻȅ ȅƻǳǊ ǾƛǎƛǘΣ ƘŀǾŜ ŦǳƴΣ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ 

 

Arkley Trail 

Page 14, paragraph 1 : It is believed that the Newton Hill Stud at Longwood Farm is no 

longer active. 

Page 14, paragraph 6 : The fallen tree marking the boundary 

between Greater London and Hertfordshire is becoming 

overgrown.  

Page 16, paragraph 2 : Sadly, the multi-wheeled gypsy 

caravan has disappeared, following the destruction by fire of 

the property in whose garden it was located. 

Page 16, paragraph 4 : Much of the vegetation shown 

at the junction of Arkley Lane and the Barnet By-pass 

has now been cleared. 

Page 19, paragraph 7 and photograph (c), and page 20, 

paragraph 4 : All of the pedestrian safety barriers  

      across this path have been removed. 

Page 21, paragraph 1 : Gates have now been erected 

at the entrance to Meadow Park, and the low fence 

along the left of the path has been removed.  

 

 

 

 

 



Page 21, paragraph 3 : In July 2021 the amenities of Meadow Park 

were augmented by the construction of a multi-functional events 

arena (aka bandstand), funded by Elstree and Borehamwood Town 

Council. 

 

 

Berrygrove Trail 

Page 24, Access to start : The starting point at Widgeon Way is now additionally reachable 

on Mondays to Fridays by a 25-minute journey on Uno bus service 635 from Stop J in 

Market Street, Watford town centre. 

Page 26, paragraph 5 : Immediately before you turn right onto 

path AмрΣ ŀ ǇŀƛǊ ƻŦ ōƭŀŎƪ ƳŜǘŀƭ ƎŀǘŜǎ ƳŀǊƪŜŘ άtǊƛǾŀǘŜ wƻŀŘέ 

have been erected across the lane.  This restriction applies 

only to vehicular traffic, and does not affect pedestrians.  

Walk round the right-hand end of the gates and turn right 

along the path. 

Page 27, paragraph 4 : The paddocks on the left of the 

driveway leading to the Winfield Park residential home site have been fenced off and are 

currently (April 2020) being used to store commercial vehicles, this compound being 

ƛƳŀƎƛƴŀǘƛǾŜƭȅ ƴŀƳŜŘ ά¢ƘŜ tŀŘŘƻŎƪǎέΦ  !ƴŘ ŦƻǊ άŦƛŦǘƘέ ōǳƴƎŀƭƻǿΣ ǊŜŀŘ άǎƛȄǘƘέΦ 

Page 28, paragraph 2 : 

Patchetts Green farmhouse 

and the associated Lims barn 

are currently (February 

2021) undergoing 

renovation and conversion.  

 

Page 31, paragraph 2 : White Lodge is now White Cottage. 

Page 31, paragraph 5 : The Old Post Office is one of a number of locations within the village 

ǿƘƛŎƘ ŦƻǊƳŜǊƭȅ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǇƭŀǉǳŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀƭƭ ǎǘŀǘƛƴƎ άhƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǎƛǘŜ {ŜǇǘ р 

мтунέ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘέ ǎǘǊƛƪŜǎ ŀ ƴƻǘŜ ƻŦ ǿƘƛƳǎȅΦ  

Page 36, paragraph 2 : The approach to the kissing gate 

shown in the second picture has been modified, and is now 

across a recently-constructed 

plank bridge. 

Page 36, paragraph 4 : A 

green wire mesh fence on the 

right, with saplings planted in 

front of it, now separates the path from the field containing 

young trees.  



tŀƎŜ отΣ ǇŀǊŀƎǊŀǇƘ м Υ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǿ ŀ άǿŀƭƭέ ƻŦ ǘȅǊŜǎ  ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

right of the path.  

Page 37, paragraph 2 : The 

tall dead tree in the 

photograph has now fallen, 

and only a broken stump 

remains.  

Page 38, paragraph 4 : The 

route across the third field (which is a football playing field) 

is now defined by a fence alongside it on the left. 

 

Page 40, paragraph 4 : The gate shown closed and locked 

across the path is now (May 2020) locked open. 

 

Bushey Trail 

Page 43, paragraph 2 : The bus stop flag at Finch Lane has been replaced 

ōȅ ŀ ƴŜǿ ƻƴŜ ƛƴ IŜǊǘŦƻǊŘǎƘƛǊŜΩǎ ǊŜǾƛǎŜŘ ŦƻǊƳŀǘΦ 

Page 45, paragraph 45.  The steps have been rebuilt, 

with handrails, and although there are still 33 going 

down, there are now only 13 going up. 

Page 46, paragraph 1 : The wooden fence 

between the path and the paddock has been 

demolished.  Some large concrete blocks have 

been placed on the path immediately before 

reaching the bridge over the motorway.  

Page 46, paragraphs 3/4 : Patchetts Green farmhouse and the 

associated Lims barn are currently (April 2020) undergoing 

renovation and conversion. 

Page 49, paragraph 2 :  A new gate has 

been erected at the entrance from 

Hilfield Lane to public footpath 22, 

between the Bhaktivedanta driveway 

and the electricity transforming station. 

The field adjacent to the electricity transforming station is being 

developed by National Grid, in conjunction with the 

Conservation Volunteers, into a wildflower meadow.   

Page 50, paragraph 2 : The ά{ƭƻǿ ά sign illustrated has 

been removed from this location.    

Page 51, paragraph 5 : Kampen Kot is now called Flintwall Cottage.  It was recently used as a 

location for filming The White House Farm, a TV mini-series about the murder of members 

of the Bamber family at an Essex farmhouse in 1985.   άhǘƭŜȅέ /ƻǘǘŀƎŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ άhŦŦƭŜȅέΦ 



Page 51, paragraph 6  : Bernadine and Ranworth are encountered in the opposite sequence 

to that stated. 

Page 53, paragraph 3 : Recent works have modified the 

appearance of thŜ ŜƴǘǊŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ²ŀǊŘΩǎ [ŀƴŜ ς see new 

photograph replacing that in book 

Page 54, paragraph 2 : The first 

marker post mentioned, described 

as white-topped, has been replaced by a new one which is 

unpainted. 

 Page 55, paragraph 4 : The six-barred metal gate has been 

replaced by a rather flimsy wooden one, and the swing gate 

and marker post have 

collapsed and are lying in the hedge.   There are no longer 

alpacas in the next field. 

Page 56, paragraph 4 : In July 2020 Hertsmere council granted 

planning consent for the demolition of Organ Hall Farm and the 

remnants of the adjacent prefabs, and the redevelopment of the 

site for housing and offices.  The prefabs have now gone, and 

construction is under way. 

Page 57, pararaph 4 : The town twinning agreement dates from 1982. 

 

Caldecote Trail 

 

Page 59, photograph 1 : The bus stop flag at Rosary Priory has been 

replaced by a new one in 

IŜǊǘŦƻǊŘǎƘƛǊŜΩǎ ǊŜǾƛǎŜŘ ŦƻǊƳŀǘΦ 

Page 60, photograph 1 : A wooden 

gate has been installed to the right of 

the seven-barred metal gate shown in 

the photograph.  

Page 61, paragraph 2 : Elstree Aerodrome has been rebranded as London Elstree 

Aerodrome, although (unlike London Biggin Hill, London City and London Heathrow airports) 

it is not located within Greater London.   However, as it 

is only 13 miles from Trafalgar Square, it has a stronger 

geographical claim to this description than London 

Gatwick (24 miles), London Luton (27 miles), London 

Southend (36 miles) or Lydd London Ashford (60 miles) 

airports. 

Page 61, paragraph 5 : The area behind Ham Farm Cottage is the approximate site of a 

former hamlet called Aldenham Wood, first recorded in 1382 and still in existence in 1851 

when its population was 81.  It was largely destroyed towards the end of the 19th century 

when Henry Hucks Gibbs diverted the line of Aldenham Road, demolished most of the 



houses, and incorporated much of the site into the grounds of Aldenham House (see 

following paragraph). 

tŀƎŜ снΣ ǇŀǊŀƎǊŀǇƘ м Υ DǊǳōΩǎ [ŀƴŜ όǇǊƻǇŜǊƭȅ ǎǇŜƭƭŜŘ DǊǳōōΩǎύ ǿŀǎ ǎƻ ƴŀƳŜŘ ŀfter a family 

of local landowners in the 17th century. 

tŀƎŜ снΣ ǇŀǊŀƎǊŀǇƘ н Υ {ǘǊƛŎǘƭȅ ǎǇŜŀƪƛƴƎΣ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǿŀǎ ŦƻǳƴŘŜŘ ōȅ !ǎƪŜΩǎ ŜȄŜŎǳǘƻǊǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ 

the terms of his will.  In September 2021 it was announced that his name is to be dropped 

from that of the school, because part of his wealth was derived from investment in the 

Royal Africa Company, which held a monopoly on the trans-Atlantic slave trade.  At the 

ǎŀƳŜ ǘƛƳŜΣ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǘǘƻ ά{ŜǊǾŜ ŀƴŘ ƻōŜȅέ ƛǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŘƛǎŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ƛƴ ŦŀǾƻǳǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

ǎǘǊŀǇƭƛƴŜ ά¢ƻƎŜǘƘŜr, boundlessΦέ 

Page 64, paragraph 3 : The gate shown closed and locked across the path is now (May 2020) 

locked open. 

 

Dyrham Park Trail 

Page 69, paragraph 2 : The metal footbridge has now been 

rebuilt in wood.  

Page 70, paragraph 4 : Sadly, the multi-wheeled gypsy caravan has disappeared, following 

the destruction by fire of the property in whose garden it was located. 

Page 74, paragraph 3 : Cowley Hill Livery Stables have closed, as a consequence of 

uncertainty over the future use of the site (which has been proposed by its owner, Wrotham 

Park Estates, for housing development). 

 

Edgware Trail 

Page 78, paragraph 2 : The field on the right has now 
become a new cemetery maintained by the Federation. 
9ǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƛƴ муутΣ ǘƘƛǎ ōƻŘȅ άwas created to serve the 
needs of immigrant Orthodox Jews in the East End who 
wanted to adhere to Halocho and retain the spirit of the 
Eastern European shuls and yeshivos that they had once 
called home.ò 

Page 78, paragraph 4 : Some of the signs in the array 

have changed. 

tŀƎŜ тфΣ ǇŀǊŀƎǊŀǇƘ о Υ ¢ƘŜ άtǳōƭƛŎ ŦƻƻǘǇŀǘƘ ǘƻ .ŀǊƴŜǘ 

[ŀƴŜέ ǎƛƎƴ Ƙŀǎ ŘƛǎŀǇǇŜŀǊŜŘΦ 



Page 81, paragraphs 2-3 : During the Second World War, officers of the Coldstream Guards 

were billeted here in the run-up to D-Day.   In the grounds of the hotel there was once a 

converted luxury Norwegian barn (later destroyed by fire) in which Sophia Loren was staying 

ƛƴ мфсл ǿƘƛƭŜ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ŀ ŦƛƭƳ ƻŦ {ƘŀǿΩǎ The Millionairess.  Jewellery worth £185,000 was 

stolen from the property while she was absent meeting her husband at Heathrow airport, 

and never recovered.  The Manor (formerly Edgwarebury) Hotel is now known simply as The 

Manor.  It is no longer connected with Laura Ashley plc.  

Page 83, paragraph 5 : The wooden gate shown in the 

photograph has been replaced by a metal one. 

 

 

Harperbury Trail 

Page 88, paragraph 5 : The footbridge has been rebuilt and 

widened.  The close-boarded fence has gone, so the path 

now emerges  onto The Warren at a gap to the right of a 

seven-barred metal gate, at which point you turn left along 

the road as described in paragraph 7. 

Page 89, paragraph 4 : The rear garden of the gatehouse is 

noticeably lower than its surroundings.  This is because it 

occupies the site of one of several shallow pits dug in the vicinity to extract gravel in the 

mid-19th century.  These were connected to the railway station in the valley below by a 

siding whose gradient was such that it could not be worked by locomotives.   Empty trucks 

would have been pushed up the hill manually, or hauled by ponies, and allowed to descend 

under gravity when full.   An archway leading under The Avenue from this garden apparently 

marks the former route of this track, which had disappeared by 1896. 

Page 89, paragraph 5 : George Blake died in Moscow in December 2020, aged 98, and was 

buried with military honours. 

Page 91, paragraph 2 : The concrete footbridge with metal 

rails has been replaced with a new wooden bridge. 

Page 91, paragraph 2 : The 

footpath leading from the 

Rose Field has been 

realigned and resurfaced.  

It now starts about 120 

yards after you entered the field, from a point close to the 

stream on your right. 

Page 9 2, paragraph 3 : In April 2020 the Cat and Fiddle was closed, and awaiting 

redevelopment. 

Page 93, paragraph 1 : The fence in front of the former Cobden Hill farmhouse (visible in the 

picture at the foot of the previous page) is now obscured by the growth of laurel in front of 

it. 

 



Page 94, paragraph 1 : The mountain bike trails in 

Wellhouse Dell are now officially sanctioned. 

Page 95, paragraph 4 : The right hand post in the left hand 

photograph has collapsed, as has the third pole from the 

left in the right hand photograph. 

Page 95, paragraph 5 / page 96, paragraph 1 : In July 2020 

Hertsmere council granted planning consent for the demolition of 

Organ Hall Farm and the remnants of the adjacent prefabs, and the redevelopment of the site for 

housing and offices.  The prefabs have now gone, and the new structures have replaced them.  

¢ƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜǎΣ ōǊŀƴŘŜŘ ά¢ƘŜ DǊŀƛƴȅŀǊŘέ ǿŜǊŜ ŀŘǾŜǊǘƛǎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜǊ ŀǎ άōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭƭȅ 

ŎǊŀŦǘŜŘ ƘƻƳŜǎ ǎŜŀƳƭŜǎǎƭȅ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘƛƴƎǎέ ŀƴŘ ŀǎ άŀ ƴŜǿ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ 

lifestyle-ƭŜŘ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǎŜŜƪƛƴƎ ŜȄŎƭǳǎƛǾƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭƛǘȅΦέ   {ǳƎƎŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǎ ǘƻ ǿƘŀǘ 

these words are supposed to mean will be gratefully received. 

Page 96 : The town twinning agreement dates from 1982. 
 

PageHighwood Trail 

 

Page 100, photograph 3 : Even more of the lettering on the footpath sign next to the stile 

has disappeared. 

Page  100, paragraph 5 : Unfortunately the seat dedicated to or by National Car Parks has 

disappeared. 

Page 103, paragraph 6 : The Holiday Inn Elstree is now the Hilton London Elstree. 

Page 104, paragraph 2 : The near-ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎƭŜǎǎ ά/ƻǳƴǘȅ ƻŦ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅέ ǎƭƻƎŀƴ ƛǎ ƴƻǿ 

attached to the base of a roundabout traffic direction sign. 

Page 106, paragraph 4 : Some rather attractive film-themed 

barriers have been installed at the T-junction of paths.   

Page 106, paragraph 4 : The 

former Big Brother house has 

been demolished and the site is 

currently (March 2021) being 

redeveloped to create additional studio stages.  

 

Little Bushey Trail 

 

Page 111, paragraph 3 : The shutters on the street façade of Oundle are wooden, not UPVIC, 

and are contemporary with rest of the 20th century extension. 


